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GREATER DANDENONG YOUTH NETWORK 2026
AGENDA & MINUTES

Meeting Theme: Youth Homelessness in CGD 
Thursday 10 September, 9:30 -11:00am
Meeting Format: In Person 
Location: Greater Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale St, Dandenong, 3175 

	Acknowledgement of Country, Welcome and Introduction
	9.30am 

	[bookmark: _Hlk221281779]Overview 
In the 2021 Census, Greater Dandenong recorded the highest number of people experiencing homelessness in Victoria, while Victoria recorded the second-highest rate of homelessness in Australia.
Since 2021, homelessness and housing insecurity have remained significant challenges, with increasing demand for housing and support services and a visible rise in rough sleeping across the Greater Dandenong community. These pressures continue to affect individuals and families locally, including a growing number of young people.

Greater Dandenong Youth Network explored homelessness and housing insecurity in the Greater Dandenong community. Participants heard from three guest speakers who examined the issue from complementary perspectives: local trends and responses to homelessness in Greater Dandenong, national research into youth homelessness; and the role of local services in supporting young people experiencing housing insecurity and homelessness.

	
9.35 am -9.40am (5min)

	The Dandenong Zero Initiative 
George Hatvani – Launch Housing, Head of Systems Change and Advocacy  
George Hatvani from Launch Housing joined us to discuss some of the trends his team are seeing in Greater Dandenong, providing valuable context for what rough sleeping and homelessness looks like in this local area. Since 2022, Greater Dandenong Council has partnered with Launch Housing through the Dandenong Zero response to try to end rough sleeping in the community. Launch Housing provides high-quality, affordable housing; and a range of supports for thousands of people who are at risk of - or experiencing the daily crisis and trauma of homelessness. Please see the slides for more information about George’s presentation. ​
	9.40am-10am (20min) 


	An Unequal Foundation Report 
Naheen Brennan – Mission Australia, Senior Research and Insights Officer
Author of An Unequal Foundation, Mission Australia's newly released 2026 Youth Survey Report, 
Naheen Brennan, Senior Research and Insights Officer at Mission Australia, joined us online to share key findings from the research. The presentation examined youth homelessness across Australia and identified opportunities for organisations and services to better support young people experiencing housing insecurity. Naheen provided insights into both the visible and less visible experiences of homelessness, exploring how housing insecurity affected young people's wellbeing, education, employment and connection to community. Please see the slides for more information about Naheen’s presentation. 
	10am - 10.20am (20min)

	A service perspective on supporting young people to transition out of homelessness  
Helen Umaru – WAYYS, Team Leader & Services for Young People 
Helen Umaru discussed some of the challenges faced by local young people wanting to exit 
homelessness, and the supports available to them in our community.  WAYYS provides support and places to stay for people and families experiencing housing insecurity or homelessness in Dandenong. Helen provided valuable knowledge on the current steps and challenges young people must traverse to start the journey of exiting homelessness. Please see the slides for more information. 
	10.20-10.40am (20min) 

	Network Sharing | A chance for organisations to share their programs and services

Headspace Dandenong: 
· The Q-Squad is a social support group for LGBTQI young people aged 16-25. This youth-led group provides a safe space for young people to express their creativity, make new friends and explore their gender identity. The sessions will run in person from headspace Dandenong fortnightly, on Tuesday from 4:30pm to 6:00pm and will be facilitated by a member of our team. For more information, click here. 
· 

Youth and Family Services: 
· Are you aged 12 to 25 years old and want something fun to do during the school holidays? Youth and Family Services September School Holiday Program is live. There’s an activity for everyone from hiking at Mt Cannibal to making Nachos at are cooking workshop. All activities are either free or low cost. To register, use the link here. 
	10.40am-10.55am (15min) 

	Evaluation | Feedback on the meeting. 
If you did not have the chance to complete the survey in the meeting, please feel free to use this link to complete it now https://www.menti.com/alkxn4sigvk4 
	10.55am-11.00am (5min)

	Meeting Formally Closed
	11.00am

	
Next meeting | Thursday 19 November  
Meeting Format: In person at Dandenong Civic Centre
Topic: Joint meeting with YACVic YPPN



For submissions to the GDYN eNewsletter, please provide a brief update to Megan.Blair@cgd.vic.gov.au	
Deadline for October 2026 edition: 18 September
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